DIOCESE OF MONTEREY

POLICIES ON POLITICAL ACTIVITY AND ISSUES ADVOCACY

POLITICAL ACTIVITY

In this election year, it is important to remember that as a non-profit organization, the Diocese of Monterey and its affiliated entities such as our parishes, schools and departments may not engage in partisan political activity.  The Diocese of Monterey could lose its tax-exempt status if it or any of its affiliated entities violates this rule.  Please review the brochure that is on the Diocesan website www.dioceseofmonterey.org for additional detail on the following rules:  
1. Candidates for partisan office may not be invited to speak to promote their candidacy for public office.  Likewise, priests may not endorse a candidate for office (either directly or indirectly) from the pulpit.

2. Parishes, schools and departments may not distribute any campaign material endorsing candidates to public office.  This includes not only actual distribution, but also making such materials available on your site.  Parishes, schools and departments may not allow the gathering of signatures to get a candidate on the ballot.

3. Bumper stickers endorsing a candidate may not be affixed to Diocesan-owned (parish, school, department) vehicles.  
4. Labeling candidates as pro-life or pro-choice is a violation of this rule and constitutes political activity.

5. Parishes, schools and departments may not collect money for candidates.

6. Parishes, schools and departments must not permit hand billing in parking lots owned by the Diocese of Monterey.

7. Signs endorsing a particular candidate for partisan office may not be displayed on church or school property. If such signs are posted, please remove them immediately.  They can be discarded or you can call the candidates’ campaign headquarter to pick them up.
ISSUE ADVOCACY

1. Do not permit any group or organization–including groups identifying themselves as “Catholic” organizations—to distribute or disseminate political literature of any kind at the parish or the parish school.  The Bishops of the California Catholic Conference have a policy that states that only materials published by may be distributed in parishes.  Materials from other groups, even Catholic groups, may not be distributed in our parishes nor may people associated with those groups be given access to parish property for distribution of literature.
2. Do not prepare, distribute, or allow others to distribute “voter guides” of any kind on parish or school property.   The distribution of voter guides may, in many cases, violate federal tax laws.  This specifically applies to any Catholic organization (other than the California Catholic Conference and the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops) including Catholic Answers and Priests for Life.  Please tell these other groups that Bishop Garcia is only authorizing the distribution of materials from the CCC or the USCCB.  If such material is shipped to your location, you may discard it or you may call the organization to have it picked up.
3. Refer your parishioners to the website of the California Catholic Conference (www.cacatholic.org).  The site includes much information regarding ballot propositions, Church teaching applicable to issues facing voters, and the position taken by the bishops of California regarding selected ballot propositions.

4. Feel free to use public policy materials prepared by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, the California Catholic Conference, Catholic Charities of California, and the Alliance of Catholic Healthcare.  These organizations have posted material on their websites that pertain to the issues facing Catholic voters, including material regarding California’s ballot propositions.  

5. Encourage people to read Faithful Citizenship, published by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops.  It is available on the Diocese of Monterey website www.dioceseofmonterey.org 
If you have any questions about political activity, please contact Susan Mayer in the legal department 831 373-4345.

